Long-term clinical performance of paclitaxel-eluting stents coated with a bioactive polymer (P-5) containing a triflusal derivative: results of the REWAC registry.
Although drug-eluting stents have dramatically reduced angiographic restenosis and clinical need for repeat revascularization procedures, some adverse effects, such as late stent thrombosis, have been described. We evaluated clinical performance of paclitaxel-eluting stents coated with a new bioactive polymer system (P-5) based on a copolymer of an acrylic derivative of triflusal in patients with coronary artery disease. This was a multicenter, observational, prospective study to assess the incidence of target lesion revascularization (TLR) at 6 months and clinical major adverse cardiac events (MACEs) at 1 and 6 months and 1 and 2 years post-stent implantation in 537 patients. After stent implantation, only 1 case of thrombus and acute occlusion was reported in 1 lesion (0.14%). The incidence of new TLR was 0.89% at 6 months, 1.08% at 1 year, and 1.49% at 2 years, with a cumulative incidence of 3.54%. MACEs included cardiac death (0.93%), myocardial infarction (0.37%), and cardiac surgery (0.19%). No cases of late or very late stent thrombosis were recorded. Under routine clinical practice, the implantation of paclitaxel-eluting stents coated with P-5 is associated with favorable clinical outcomes in both the short and long term (2 years) in patients with coronary artery disease.